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A series of concerns have
been submitted by Luton Bor-
ough Council over expansion
of London Luton Airport in
documents published ahead
ofaplanninginspectorate ex-
amination of a development
consentorder (DCO).

A preliminary hearing is
duetobe held at Venue 360 in
Gipsy Lane next week to dis-
cuss the procedure for Luton
Rising’sapplication.

The local authority’s air-
port company, London Lu-
ton Airport Limited, trades
as Luton Rising, which will
be represented at the River-
side Suite on Thursday, Au-
gust10,at10am. Thismeeting

will be followed by two initial
open floor hearings, both
at the same venue. One is in
the evening of August 10 at
6.30pm, with the other on
Friday, August 11, from 10am.

The local authority’s is-
Suesare:

Ifthe development com-
plies with government poli-
¢y (and emerging guidelines)
on limiting and reducing the
number of residents signifi-
cantly affected by aircraft
noise;
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‘Whetherthe2o19baseline
is appropriate given that the
airport operation that year
wasn’t compliant with the
planning conditions, leading
toelevated noise levels;

Ifthenoiselevelsdecrease
over time;

Andwhetherthere’sanap-
propriate balance between
growth and noise reduction,
with the airport adequately
sharing the benefits with the
local community as set outin
government policy.

The council asks for “fur-
ther engagement with the
noise consultant to address
these issues”, which may
eventually be considered dur-
ing the DCO examination.

Onaccess, LBC'stransport
consultants have raised sev-
eralissuesincluding:

The 2016 base year model
is seven years old and it'’s un-
clear how the pandemic may
have changed travel patterns
since 2019 when the airport
operated at18 million passen-
gers per annum;

Greater clarity is needed
on the assumptions underly-
ing the assessment, such as
the percentage ofthose using
sustainable modes of trans-
port and whether East West
Rail has been assumed;

Uncertainty about theim-
pact upon the strategic high-

way networkifhardshoulder
runningisn’tincluded;
AndtheEaton Greenroad
link is shown as a dual car-
riageway, which is a change
from a previously approved
scheme and the local plan-
ning authority requires jus-
tification foritsneed.
LBC raises further mat-
ters over climate change and
emissions, healthand wellbe-
ingand about controls, moni- -
toring and enforcement.
Acallhasbeenmadeforall
UK airport expansion plans
to be stopped in a progress
report from the national cli-
mate change committee.
Its response to government
plans for net zero suggests
“our confidence in the UK
meeting its medium-term
targets has decreased in the
pastyear”.
The committee warned:
“While increased transpar-
ency embodied in the car-
bon budget delivery plan is
welcome, a key opportunity.
to raise the overall pace of
delivery has been missed.”
Until “a viable UK-wide ca-
pacity management frame-
workisinplace,all UK: airport
expansion plans should be
stoppéd”. This framework
should be operational bythe
end of 2024 at the latest, it
added.
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